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ADDRESSES OF REGIONAL COUNCILLORS 


A number of changes and additions were made to the list of 
Regional Councillors at the 9th AGM and addresses of Councillors are 
given below for the assistance of members. 


Qld:- Dr. M. Bengston, D.P.I. Meiers Rd., Indooroopilly, Qld, 4068 
Mr. R.I. Storey, D.P.I, Box 60, Mareeba, N. Qid., 4880. 


N.S.W.:- Mr. L.R. Greenup, Dept. Agric. NSW, Agric. Res. Centre 
R.M.B. 944, Tamworth, NSW 2340 
Dr. G.A.C. Beattie, 18 Fern Tree Close, Hornsby, NSW 2077 


A.C.T.:- Dr. R.W. Taylor, Div. of Ent. CSTRO, P.O. Box 1700, Canberra 
City, A.C.T. 2601 
Dr. M.T. Tanton, Dept. of Forestry, ANU, P.O. Box 4, Canberra, 
A.C.T. 2600. 


Dr. P. Williams, P.R.I., Swan St., Burnley, Vic. 3121. 
Mr. V. Sal nitri, Dept. of Zool., Monash Univ., Clayton, Vic. 
3168. 


Tas:- Dr. H.J. Elliott, Forestry Commission, Murray St., Hobart, 
| Tas. 7000 


S.A.:- we, Oe Furness, Dept. Agric. Res. Centre, Loxton, S.A. 5333 


W.A.:- Dr. J.D. Majer, Dept. of Biol., W.A. Inst. Of, FAD ~s Hayman Rd., 
| S. Bentley, W.A. 6102, 


P.N.G.:- Mr. D.P.A. Sands, C.S.I.R.0O. Div. of Ent., P.O. Box 6712, 
Boroko, P.N.G. 
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EXECUTIVE REPORT 


MEETINGS: 
The Executive met on 5 August and 10 October. 
MEMBERSHTP: 
Since the last report, 12 members have been elected and two have 


resigned. Total membership stands at 554, and the geographical 
distribution is as follows: 


NSW 124 VIC 82 TAS 23 
QLD 117 SA 42 WA 21 
ACT 88 PNG 21 NT 6 


OVERSEAS 30 
NEW MEMBERS: 


We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 


Elected 5 August 


- Mr. M.S. Cheers, P.O. Box 24, Sawtell, NSW 2452. Michael Cheers is a 
5rd semester student at the Northern Rivers C.A.E., and is particularly 
interested in Lepidoptera. 


- Mr. D.C. Lake, 8 Thornber St., Onley Park, S.A. 5061. David Lake is 
a M.Sc. student and has interests in arachnid taxonomy, and the central 
nervous system. 


- Mr. S.F. McEvey, 5 Gissing Street, Blackburn South, Vic. 3.30. Shane 
McEvey is a student at La Trobe University, and has a broad interest in 
entomology. He is a collector of Lepidoptera, and a past office bearer 
of the Entomological Society of Victoria. 


- Dr. R.J. Mahon, Virus Ecology Research Group, Research School of 
Biological Sciences, A.N.U., Box 475 P.O., Canberra, ACT 2600. Rodney 
Mahon is a Research Fellow with interests in population genetics of 
Diptera. He has spent some 3 years in Rhodesia working on malaria 
vectors. 


- Mr. R.J. Boxall, Dept. of Entomology, Univ. of Queensland, St. Lucia, 
Qld. 4067. Robert Boxall is a Tutor in Entomology at the University, 
and is interested in the physiology and behaviour of insects. 


- Dr. J.M. Dearn, Dept. of Genetics, Univ. of Melbourne, Parkville, Vic. 
5052. John Dearn is a Lecturer, with interests in population ecology, 
population genetics and cytogenetics of insects, especially Orthoptera. 


V1 
Ww 


News Bulletin, November 1977 


- Mr. K.J. Houston, Entomology Branch, Dept. of Primary Industries, 
Meiers Rd., Indooroopilly, Qld. 4068. Kenneth Houston is interested in 
the taxonomy and the genetics of the colour morphs, of the Coccinellidae. 


- Mr. D.R.J. Smith, CSIRO Division of Applied Organic Chemistry, C/-. 
School of Zoology, University of NSW, P.O. Box 1, Kensington, NSW 2033. 
Donald Smith is an Experimental Officer with CSIRO. 


- Mr. G. Levot, 23 Wollun St., Como, NSW 2226. Garry Levot is an honours 
student in Entomology at the Univ. of NSW, and his main interest 1lies in 
blowfly competition. 


Mrs. J.A. Smith, Flat 4, Rupert St., Queenstown, Tas 7467. Jenny Smith 
won the Student Award and presented her paper at the Society's AGM 
held in August. 


Elected on 14 October 


- Mr. S.J. Boyd, 44 Larkin St., Kyogle, NSW 2474, Stephen Boyd is a trainee 
teacher at N.R.C.A.E., and has been collecting and studying Lepidoptera 
for the past eleven years. 


- Mr. Z. Mohd-Isa, Dept. of Zoology, La Trobe University, Bundoora, Vic. 
3083. Zaidi Mohd-Isa is a graduate student doing an M.Sc. in ceral aphid 
ecology. 


RESIGNATIONS 
The resignations of Mr. J.P. Hunter and Dr. P.J. Curry were accepted. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS (State of previous residence shown in brackets) 


R. Brieze-Stegeman, Dept. of Agriculture, St. Johns Ave., New Town, Tas. 
7008 (Qlid.) 

Ms. Caroline A. McKenzie, 56 Mills St., Clarence Park, SA 5034 (SA). 

D.J. Rogers, 24 Doonkuna St., Kingaroy, Qld. 4610 (Qld.) 

L.A. Miller, New Town Research Laboratories, Dept. of Agriculture, New 
Town, Tas. 7008 (NSW). 

N.H. de Jong,10 Price St., South Penrith, NSW 2750 (NSW). 

C.L. Johnston, "Glen Muir", Ashbourne, SA 5157 (SA). 

J. Ridsdill Smith, CSIRO Div. of Entomology, Private Bag, Wembley, WA 
6014 (NSW) 

R.J. Hardy, New Town Research Laboratories, Dept. of Agriculture, St. 
Johns Avenue, New Town, Tas. 7008 (Tas). 


ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWS AROUND AUSTRALIA 


VICTORIA 
PLant Research Institute 


The Wheat Industry Research Council visited P.R.I. in October to 
discuss with research workers Council Projects on control of insect pests 
of stored wheat and control of wheat pathogens. 
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During November P.R.I. was visited by Dr. Bruce Champ of CSIRO 
Stored Grain Research Laboratory, Canberra who discussed latest 
developments in storage entomology with Drs. Peter Williams and Terry 
Amos. Two Russian scientists Dr. Burov and Ms. Sukhoruchenko visited 
the Fly Control Unit and the Stone and Pome Fruits group at P.R.I. 

The Principal Entomologist Mr. Ron Van Baer and Mr. Dave Morris took 
them to see trials for control of european red mite with predatory mites 
and acaracides in orchards on the Mornington Peninsula. 


La Trobe University, Department of Zoology 


The 9th AGM of the Society was held at Glenn College, La Trobe 
University during August, for details see AGM report in this Bulletin. 


Monash University, Department of ZooLogy 


Dr. Elaine Brough has been appointed to a lectureship at the 
Department of Biology, The University of Papua New Guinea in Port Moresby. 
She will take up her new position late in January following a visit to her 
homeland, New Zealand. Congratulations and best wishes to Elaine, Hamish 
and Kythie. 


National Museum, Abbotsford 


Entomology Department has been kept busy working on an enormous amount 
of material collected by the Survey Department, in the Dartmouth Dam 
and Upper Thomson River area, as part of their environmental survey. 
Dr. Arturs Neboiss has been collecting Trichoptera in the South Gippsland 
area. The Entomology Department which previously incorporated Crustacea 
will be divided and a new curator of Crustacea will be appointed shortly. 


P. Williams, V. Salanitri 
QUEENS LAND 


Congratulations to Dr. Harry Wharton on his elevation to Assistant 
Chief of the CSIRO Division of Entomology. Dr. Wharton visited the 
Centre for Animal Research and Development in Bogor, Indonesia from 
11 to 20 October, 1977. 


Dr. Gary Combs, a veterinarian from the US Department of Agriculture, 
will be working with the CSIRO Microbiology Section for approximately one 
year. His main interest is in the field of epidemiology of virus diseases 
of livestock, and he will work at the Long Pocket Laboratories with 
aspects of Ephemeral Fever and Akabane disease of cattle. 


Dr. David Kemp and Mr. Keith Binnington (CSIRO) visited Nairobi during 
October to attend a Workshop on Tick Physiology at the International Centre 
for Insect Physiology and Ecology. Keith will remain in Nairobi for two 
weeks after the workshop to work with Dr. F. Obenchain of ICIPE, and is 
due back at Long Pocket on 11 November. 
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At present Dr. U.K.M. Bhat from the Rocky Mountain Laboratory of 
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Montana, and also 
Dr. G.K. Roychoudhury from the Department of Veterinary Medicine, Assam 
Agricultural University, India, are working with Dr. David Mahoney's 
group (CSIRO). 


Mr. Mic Julien of the CSIRO Biological Control Group was in Sydney 
during October sampling Alligator weed and releasing beetles in the 
Georges River area. 


Miss Wendy Forno will be departing in January to take up duties with 
the CSIRO Biological Control Unit stationed at Parana, Brazil. 


Ticks wanted. Unfed or undamaged partially fed female paralysis 
ticks ("Scrub" ticks) are needed to assist the work on toxins of this 
tick. Unfed ticks are worth 30¢ each but donations of partially fed 
ticks would be appreciated. A leaflet is available from Dr. Bernard 
Stone (CSIRO). 


Dr. R. Drew and Alan Ohta of the Department of Primary Industries, 
Indooroopilly, spent a week in October at the Byfield Forestry Station 
near Rockhampton collecting fruit flies for use in electrophoresis studies. 


A conference was held on the 20th and 21st of October at Department 
of Primary Industries, Entomology, Indooroopilly to discuss progress in 
the work on lucerne aphids. Those present were Dick Hughes (CSIRO), 
John Turner and Bernie Franzmann (D.P.I.), Peter Walters (N.S.W.), 

Gordon Berg (Vic.), and Don Swincer, (S.A.). Topics discussed included 
the parasite release programme, selection of resistant lucerne cultivars, 
aphid diseases, and chemical control, 


John Rhodes and Roger Goebel (D.P.I.) attended the 26th International 
Congress of Apiculture held in Adelaide between the 13-19th October, 1977. 
Approximately 1480 delegates from 45 countries attended the Congress, the 
theme of which was "Towards a Better Bee". 


D.P.I., Indooroopilly was host to the Fresh Fruits Disinfestation 
Sub-Committee during September. Inter-State visitors included Bill 
Bettenay (D.P.I. Melbourne), Graham Gregory and John Gellatley (N.S.W.), 
lan Peggie (Vic.), Andrew Sproule (W.A.). The visitors inspected the 
research facilities at the Indooroopilly laboratories and the banana 
disinfestation equipment at the Rocklea Markets. 


Neil Gough (D.P.I. Entomology) and his wife Mary have recently taken 
up residence in Mareeba where Neil will be carrying out research on the 
biology, ecology and control of soil inhabiting pests of peanuts and 
other field crops. 


Congratulations to Rob Boxall of Queensland University Entomology 
Department on the recent award of his M.Sc. degree by the University of 
Nairobi in Kenya for his thesis on the neuroerdocrinology of Dysdercus. 


Penny Edwards (U. of Qld.) is to leave shortly for New Zealand after 
completing her Ph.D. studies on the ecology of estuarine biting midges. 
She is to take up a 2 year post doctoral fellowship at Massey University, 
Palmerston North, where she will be working with Professor B.P. Springett 
on insect-plant relationships. 
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Dr. Gordon Hooper (U. of Qld.) spent a week in Darwin in late 
October consulting with Mr. Alan Allwood and other Entomologists 
there in connection with the work in progress in the Northern 
Territory on the Oriental Fruit Fly. 


Dr. Tom Woodward (U. of Qld.) is currently enjoying 6 months study 
leave from the University of Queensland in South-East Asia. He has 
already spent a period in New Guinea and is now visiting Sabah in 
North Borneo where he has had the pleasure of meeting one of his ex- 
students from Queensland, Dr. Tay Eong Bok, who is now Assistant 
Director of Agriculture in Sabah. Tom returns home in February after 
further collecting in Sarawak and the Malay Peninsula. 


Dr. David Cross, a forest product Entomologist from F.R.I., Rotorua 
in New Zealand has been looking at forest product pests in Queensland 
whilst on a visit to the Forestry Department. Allan Allwood, from 
Darwin, also recently visited the Forestry Department in order to 
spend some time studying exotic insect problems in timber. 


Wayne Gagne of the Wau Ecology Institute, Papua New Guinea passed 
through Brisbane during September and studied specimens of Miridae 
in the University insect collection. He was returning home from a 
7-week field trip, collecting among the islands of French Polynesia. 


Dr. Michael Elliott, from the Department of Insecticides and Fungicides, 
Rothamsted Experiment Station, U.K., who conducted much of the early 
research on sythetic pyrethroids, visitied CSIRO Long Pocket, Department 
of Primary Industries and the University of Queensland in early October. 
Drs. Jim Nolan (CSIRO) and Merv Bengston (D.P.I.) subsequently attended 
seminars in Melbourne organised by Wellcome (Australia) on the future 
of synthetic pyrethroids in the fields of cattle tick and grain 
protectants respectively. 


M. Bengston & R.I. Storey 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


Peter Ooi Aun Chuan, an entomologist with Crop Protection Services, 
Department of Agriculture, Jalan Gallagher, Kuala Lumpur, visited 
various institutes in the Sydney region during October. Peter's visit 
was sponsored by the Australia-Malaysia-Singapore Association. Peter 
is actively involved in promoting biological and integrated pest control 
in Malaysia and he is currently examining the biological control of the 
diamond back moth Plutella zylostella on Brassica crops. In Sydney, 
Peter visited Alan Bateman (CSIRO, Sydney University), Garth Lukins 
and Wendy Milne (CSIRO, Warrawee), Eric Shipp (University of N.S.W.) 
and the Biological and Chemical Research Institute, Rydalmere. While 
at Rydalmere Peter had the opportunity to go on several field trips and 
have discussions with John Hamilton (vegetables), Steve Goodwin (vines 
and strawberries), Andrew Beattie (citrus), Colin Bower (apples - 
Bathurst) and Peter Walters (exotic aphids). 
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B.C.R.1., Entomology Branch 


The N.S.W. Department has set up a task force to coordinate agronomic 
and entomological research on the spotted alfalfa aphid, Therioaphis 
trifolii, and blue green lucerne aphid, Acyrthoisphon kondot. It has 
emphasised the importance of a total pest management concept incorporating 
resistant varieties, introduced parasites and use of selective insecticides. 
The research agronomists are involved in the evaluation of all U.S.A. 
resistant varieties and breeding new varieties. Approximately 16 
replicated trials and 50 smaller trials have been initiated throughout 
the State's lucerne growing districts. The smaller trials will be super- 
vised by district agronomists. 


In addition to surveys by Peter Walters and other BCRI staff country 
entomologists are participating in a weekly monitoring program at Yanco, 
Griffith, Cowra, Singleton, Windsor, Tamworth and Lismore. Aphid 
populations and numbers of beneficials are sampled by the whole stem 
method and sweep net method. 


A survey is also being conducted by the 49 district agronomists in 
N.S.W., reporting monthly on the aphid situation. 


An insecticide trial is underway at the Soil Conservation Research 
Station, Wellington using 30 plots each 0.5 ha in size. Ten treatments 
with 3 replications are being applied (to date at a 28 day interval) to 
gauge their effect on Coccinella repanda and spotted alfalfa aphid. Over 
the next few months it is hoped that certain treatments will allow the 
establishment of Trioxys complanatus which will hopefully fly in from the 
adjacent mass release site as well as establish from releases of adults 
supplied from Canberra. At the moment success has been achieved with 
low rates under certain crop conditions. The low rates have exhibited 
almost total aphid control and satisfactory short residual activity. 


Andrew Beattie found a psyllid of the genus Psylla feeding on young 
shoots of mature grapefruit trees at Barham on 7.9.77, during routine 
examination of citrus dieback infested trees. Murray Fletcher believes 
that the psyllid has not been described in the Australian literature, 
nor do the specimens resemble the psyllid vector (Diaphorina citrt) of 
citrus greening, a disease similar to dieback in S-E Asia. 


Dinah Hales (Macquarie University) and Harley Rose (Sydney University) 
and their respective students (25 in all) toured the BCRI on 27.10.77. 
They were informed, briefly, of various aspects of research projects 
being undertaken at Rydalmere. 


Sydney Univers.ty 


Alfie Meats (Zoology) will leave for Europe in January to take part in 
planning a sterile release programme of Mediterranean fruit fly, Ceratitis 
eapitata in Corsica and Sardinia. He will be largely involved in the 
mass production of flies and will be working in conjunction with the IAEA 
in Vienna. On Wednesday, 26.10.77 Alfie gave a seminar at Sydney University 
entitled "The production and use of the superfly", in which he discussed 
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the modification of rearing techniques for sterile release programmes, 
the modification of culturing procedures to enhance fitness in laboratory 
reared flies and aspects governing the most suitable time for release. 


Areti Giannakis (ex Zoology) returned to Australia for 4 weeks in 
September/October to do some additional experiments on the behaviour and 
physiology of Dacus tryont for future publications from her recent thesis. 
Areti recently commenced a post-doctoral at the University of California, 
Berkeley, under Prof. Werner Loher. She is examining the endocrine control 
of behaviour in the Australian field cricket, Teleogryllus commodus. 


University of N.S.W. 


Jenny Anderson observed vast numbers (literally hundreds of thousands) 
of ladybird beetles (many still alive) on Bondi beach on 16.10.77. The 
beetles, Coccinella repanda (the predominant species), Dtomus notescens and 
Verania frenata had been washed in from the sea. They were also present 
in lower numbers on Maroubra beach on 17.10.77. Jenny thinks that the 
beetles were blown out to sea by strong north-westerly winds, while 
migrating from aggregation sites in the Great Dividing Range to western 
areas of the State. 


Eric Shipp recently received a grant of $8,500 from the Wool Corporation 
for the purchase of a fibre optics recording system for use on neurophy- 
Siological studies on the blowfly, Luctlta cuprina. Eric will spend 2 
months in Europe in December/January, visiting Denmark, England, Germany, 
Holland and Racheal Galun in Israel, re cicadian rhythm studies. 


C.S.1.R.0. Kooyong Field Station 


Geoff Snowball left for California on 16.10.77 for one month in search 
of possible parasites for the blue green lucerne aphid (BGLA), Acyrthostphon 
kondot. The field station recently received the first batch of the BGLA 
parasite Aphidius ervi. 


Andrew Beattie (BCRI) visited the field station on 20.10.77 to discuss 
parasitism of white wax scale, Gascardia destructor, with Wendy Milne 
and Garth Lukins. 


Fonestry Commission 


The Forestry Commission recently received a batch of the lantana 
chrysomelid leaf miner, Uroplata species A near reducta. The leaf miner 
will be reared at the Commission's laboratories at West Pennant Hills. 


Jenny Carter is examining the taxonomy and biology of sawflies 
(Pergidae?) which were attacking Callistemnon spp., Melaleuca spp. 
(particularly M. armillaris) and Eucalyptus saltgua in the Epping/ 
Beecroft region during March/April. 


Eberhard Schicha (BCRI) visited the Forestry Commission on 22.10.77 
to discuss with Ken Fairey sampling techniques for the identification of 
mites and insects for a research programme on the effect of burning on 
the Soil microfauna in N.S.W. forests. 


G.A.C. Beattie 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


In June the D.P.I. Chief Entomologist, Mr. Ted Fenner and Wildlife 
Officer, Mr. Angus Hutton attended a meeting in Popondetta with National 
insect farmers to discuss commercial export of insects and the possibility 
of farming the protected birdwing butterflies. Proposals were made for 
setting up a wildlife management area for Ornithoptera alexandriae to 
offset the massive destruction by felling, clearing and burning of the 
unique habitat of this butterfly. 


Professor R.H. Black, School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, 
Sydney, Dr. W.A. Langsford and Mr. N. Rajapsak from the Department of 
Health, Canberra, met in May with W.H.O. representatives and Malarial 
service entomologists in Port Moresby. They discussed the increase in 
incidence of Malaria in Australia, and the possibility that spread of the 
disease is occurring across the Torres Strait from Papua New Guinea. 


Dr. Bob Pyle spent 3 months advising the Wildlife Branch on matters 
relating to insect farming. Bob, Angus Hutton and I met with Sir Peter 
Scott, Chairman of the Survival Service Commission of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, in October to 
discuss aspects of insect conservation in Papua New Guinea. 


Professor and Mrs. Hampton Carson from the University of Hawaii visited 
the Wau Ecology Institute from August until November studying the biology 
and ecology of Drosophiloidea and selected species for genetic studies. 
They were joined by Professor T. Okada of Tokyo University who carried 
out taxonomic studies on the group. 


Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Gagne visited the Marquesas Islands with Dr. P. 
Ashlock from the University of Kansas making a study of Hemiptera and their 
host plants. Dr. and Mrs. Lin Gressitt visited Indonesia and Europe 
before returning to Hawaii, and expect to return to Wau in December. 

Dr. Tom Woodward was a visitor to the Wau Ecology Institute in August, 
where he studied P.N.G. Hemiptera. 


I spent five days in Hong Kong with Mr. Dick Winney from the Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries. Dick is working on the taxonomy of ants, 
and insect pests of vegetables. Mr. Lawrence Lee from the same department 
has been studying aphids which attack vegetables. 


In London I met up with Dr, Peter Mackey, Messrs. Alan Kirk and Alan 
Johnston who had all returned to England after working in the Biology 
Department, University of Papua New Guinea. Alan Kirk has now moved to 
Montpellier to join CSIRO, Division of Entomology, where he is working 
on European dung beetles. At the British Museum (Natural History) I 
met Mr. Bernard D'Abrera who has just completed revising for publication 
"Butterflies of the Australian Region". Bernard is now working on an 
African butterfly book, the second in a series to cover worldwide 
butterflies. 


Mr. Jan van S. Greve and Mr. Fred Dori, D.P.I. entomologists visited 
India in October and attended an F.A.O. sponsored course in tropical 
grain storage. The course, which ran for 8 weeks was held at the 
Central Food and Technology Research Institute, Mysore. 


D.P.A. Sands 
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NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA ([N.S.W.) 


The August monthly meeting was held on the night of 3rd August at the 
Australian Museum, Sydney. Peter Walters presented an interesting account 
of the two exotic lucerne aphids, spotted alfalfa aphid, Thertoaphis 
trifolit (Monell) F. maculata, and blue-green lucerne aphid, Acyrthostphon 
kondot Shinki. In addition to describing the general biology and damage 
caused by these aphids, Mr. Walters also outlined the short term chemical 
control and long term integrated control concepts being developed by the 
N.S.W. Department of Agriculture and CSIRO. The subject was of considerable 
interest as shown by the large attendance and the active discussion 
generated. 


Miss K.M.I. English, one of the few surviving members who joined the 
Society's inauguration on 20th February, 1953, passed away on 10th August 
at the age of 88. She specialised in Diptera and published several papers 
on the morphology of larval forms. 


Three entomological films were shown at the September meeting, held on 
the night of 7th September at the Australian Museum. The films shown were: 


"Come into my parlour" - a general film on spiders. 


"Now you see me, now you don't" - illustrations of camouflage, or 
cryptic shape and/or colouration adopted by some insects. 


"How insects develop" - the wonders of insect metamorphosis shown on 
film, utilising time-lapse photography where appropriate. 


The October meeting was held on the night of Sth October at the Australian 
Museum. Dr. A Woods gave an interesting talk cryptically entitled "One 
insect, two insects, three ..."". The ecology of insects begins with counting 
The talk dealt with some simple applications of mathematics and statistics 
to ecological and statistical problems. 


AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC. 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE AUGUST 1977 


The Executive is pleased to present the Society's Ninth Annual Report, 
covering the period May 1976 to August 1977. 


EXECUTIVE MEETINGS 


The Executive met on 12 occasions. The Assistant Secretary, who was 
also the Regional Councillor for Victoria, attended these meetings by 
invitation. Dr. T.R. New (2) and Mr. R.A. Davies (1) also attended 
meetings by invitation. : 
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CHANGES OF OFFICE BEARERS 


Due to pressure of work, Dr. R.A.I. Drew and Dr. K.L.S. Harley resigned 
as Business Manager and Chief Editor, respectively. Under the provisions 
of Clause 33 of the Constitution, Mr. J.F. Donaldson was appointed Business 
Manager (16.7.76) and Dr. M.J. Rice appointed Chief Editor (1.1.77). 


Dr. Ettershank resigned as Treasurer in November 1976 prior to taking 
up a temporary overseas appointment, and Dr. J.R.J. French (Assistant 
Treasurer) was appointed to this office as from 15th November 1976. 
(Clause 33 of the Constitution). 


EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS 


The following appointments were made by the Executive: 


News Bulletin Editor : Dr. P. Williams 

Assistant Editor ~ Mr. P.D. Webb 

Organiser, 9 AGM : Dr. P. Williams 

Co-ordinator, Directory of | 

Australian Entomologists : Mr. R.A.H. Davies 
MEMBERSHT P 


The Executive recorded with deep regret the deaths of 4 members:- 
Mr. H. Brzostowski, Professor K. Lamb, Dr. H. Reichardt and Mr. F.A. Perkins, 
an Honorary Member of the Society. 


Membership of the Society has remained fairly stable. Since May 1976 
there have been four losses by death, ten by resignation and seventeen 
by cessation of membership. During the same period 40 members were elected, 
and the total membership now stands at 550. This total includes three 
Honorary Members, 22 Retired Members and 54 Student Members. 


The distribution of members by States is currently: 


NSW 120 VIC 83 WA 22 
QLD 118 SA 42 NT 21 
ACT 87 TAS 21 PNG 6 


OVERSEAS 30 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The Treasurer has reported that 26 members are unfinancial for 1976. 


A new schedule of subscription rates was approved by Council for 
operation as from lst January 1977. The rates are:- 


Ordinary membership $ 20 
Joint membership 26 
Student membership 10 
Retired membership 5 


Non-member subscribers of Journal 35 
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i 


STUDENT RESEARCH PAPER AWARD 


It was again very disappointing to receive only one manuscript 
which was subsequently sent to a panel of two referees. The panel was 
unanimous in awarding the prize to Mrs. J.A. Smith, of Queenstown, 
Tasmania, for a paper entitled "A study of some Tasmanian Psephenidae 
(Coleoptera)"". Mrs. Smith has been invited to attend the 9 AGM, and 
to read her paper. She will receive a small cash prize. 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS 
"Simple Experiments with Australian Insects" 


Dr. M.J. Rice, Editor, hoped to have this book published early 
this year but due to unforseen circumstances the earliest data for 
publication is now later 1977 to early 1978. 


"Directory of Australian Entomologists" 


Mr. R.A.H. Davies, Co-ordinator for the Directory, reports that 
the Directory should be available in August-September. 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


As anticipated by my predecessor, ever mounting costs necessitated 
an increase in subscription rates at the beginning of the year in order 
to avoid the Society operating at a loss. Numerous accounting 
difficulties have been experienced due to the difference between the 
membership year (January-December) and the financial year (July-June) . 
The Treasurer will seek Council's view on having the membership and 
financial years operate over the same period. 


In November 1976 Dr. G. Ettershank resigned as Treasurer prior to 
going overseas. I should like to acknowledge the considerable help and 
advice he gave me on my appointment to succeed him for the remainder 
of this term. 


J.R.J. French 


CHIEF EDITOR'S REPORT 


Dr. K.L.S. Harley resigned as Chief Editor at the end of 1976 after 
producing the Journal for five years during which time it continued to 
grow in size, content and international reputation. The Society has 
greatly benefitted from the tremendous task performed by Ken. 


Volume 15 (1976) achieved a new peak size of 476 pages, and 
included 60 research papers and notes. The Journal now has 233 
library subscribers in Australia and in 45 overseas countries. Printing 
costs have risen by approximately 10% and the number of copies printed 
per issue now stands at 950. 


Judging by the number, quality and diversity of manuscripts 
received, 1977 promises to be a year of growth. 


M.J. Rice 
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NEWS BULLETIN EDITOR'S REPORT 


Printing and editing of the News Bulletin was transferred from 
Canberra to Melbourne in May 1976 just prior to the 8 AGM in Hobart. 
The new format of the Bulletin, adopted to meet post office preferred 
requirements, seems to have met with the approval of the membership. 


In 1976 a total of 79 pages were published and in 1977 there have 
been 50 pages published to date. Response from contributors has been 
good. Printing costs in Melbourne were found to be lower than in 
Canberra, and despite inflation and increased amounts of material 
published, the Bulletin cost is now about the same as when published 
in early 1976. 


I wish to acknowledge the assistance given by a number of Melbourne 
members, notably Vince Salanitri, Steven Sexton and Ross Field, im the 
preparation and distribution of the Bulletin. 


P. Williams 


REPORT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE 


The Committee has continued to hold a watching brief; there were 
no matters referred to it for advice or action during the year. 


D.F. Waterhouse 


REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 


No matters were referred to the Committee by the Executive during 
1976 - 1977. 


The Society's Submission to the 'Senate Woodchip Inquiry' 
considerably augmented by supplements, literature and personal 
submissions by Dr. J.R.J. French, P.S. Lake, and R.W. Taylor, was 
heard in Melbourne on 12th August, 1976. The Committee is indebted 
to the above members for their interest and efforts on behalf of the 
Society: all appeared personally before the inquiry, and a full 
account of the AES submission and discusion is given on pp. 3626-3755 
of the Official Hansard Report. 


T.R. New 
CUSTOMS REGULATION 13A 


The seventh Annual Report recorded that the Minister for Science, 
senator J.J. Webster, had asked the Academy of Science to seek to 
achieve a consensus recommendation for Regulation 13A from the 
scientific community. The committee of the Academy examining the 
question invited six entomologists and two other biologists (four 
for and four against the Regulation) to discussions at the Academy 
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on 3lst May, 1976, Five Society members (the President, Vice-President, 
and Drs. Key, Mackerras and Nebois) attended. The academy's considered 
advice that Regulation 13A be repealed was conveyed to the Minister 

on 3rd November. 


The President was invited to give a paper on Australia's insect 
export legislation at the XV International Congress of Entomology 
held in Washington D.C. in August. The Congress adopted a resolution 
from the Systematics Section "On Scientific Collecting, Exchange and 
Transfer of Entomological Specimens". Copies of this were sent in 
October to the Minister for Science, the Academy and interested societies. 
Because the resolution was being variously interpreted, comments on its 
original intent from participants in the Systematics Section were sent 
to the Minister in March. 


Senator Webster agreed to receive a deputation from the Society 
and his offer to discuss the matter with anyone who might care to 
meet him was conveyed to the six other societies seeking repeal of the 
Regulation. 


The Entomological Societies of Queensland, of Victoria, and of 
Australia (N.S.W.), the Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales 
and The Australian Society for Parasitology nominated the Society's 
deputation to represent their views also. On 24th June, the President, 
Vice-President and Dr. C.N. Smithers from the Society, and Dr. D.K. 
McAlpine representing the Linnean Society of New South Wales, had a 
lengthy discussion with the Minister. His decision on the future of 
Regulation 13A is awaited. The Society is most appreciative of his 
interest and his courtesy. 


I wish to acknowledge the courteous consideration received from 
the Fellows of the Academy, the continuing collaboration of the six 
societies mentioned above, and the generous and invaluable support 
of numerous members and some non-members who have been my advisers 
in these negotiations. 

E.N. Marks 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


The Executive is grateful for the assistance given by various 
members who responded to requests for advice or assistance, and to them 
we offer sincere thanks. We are particularly grateful to the Victorian 
Regional Councillor, Dr. P. Williams, and his colleagues (Mr. R. Field, 
Dr. A. Marshall and Dr. T.R. New) who carried the major burden in 
organizing the 9 AGM. 


On behalf of the Executive 


I.W.B. Thornton (Vice-President) 


T.G. Amos (Secretary) 
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REPORT OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Ninth Annual General Meeting was held at Glenn College, La Trobe 
University, Bundoora, Victoria, on Thursday, 25th August commencing at 
7.30 p.m. The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Council Meetings were held in 
the Department of Zoology, La Trobe University in the afternoon of 
Thursday 25th and Sunday 28th August respectively. 


At the AGM Dr. Elisabeth N. Marks retired as President after two terms 
of office. Her contribution to the Society, particularly in relation to 
presentation of the Society's case for repeal of Customs Regulation 134A, 
was applauded by the meeting. Dr. Courtenay Smithers of the Australian 
Museum, Sydney, a Foundation member of the Society was elected to succeed 
Dr. Marks for the coming term. Other Office Bearers and Councillors 
elected are listed at the front of this Bulletin. 


This News Bulletin includes the Annual Report and audited Financial 
Statements presented to the A.G.M. The Minutes of that Meeting will be 
included in a later issue of the News Bulletin. 


A two day scientific meeting was held on Friday 26th and Saturday 27th 
August for which 52 members registered. The meeting opened with an address 
of welcome by the Vice President, Prof. Ian Thornton, then followed papers 
on General Entomology, Strategies for Survival of Insects, Forest Entomology 
and Mosquitoes. Mrs. Jenny Smith, winner of the Society's Student Award 
presented her award winning paper "A study of some Tasmanian Psephenidae". 


The meeting was closed by the new President Dr. Courtenay Smithers 
at 5.30 p.m. 


The Annual Dinner was held on the Saturday evening in the Staff Dining 
Room of Glenn College. Some 57 members and guests attended and enjoyed 
an evening of good food and company. 


On the following day about 40 members and guests drove in private cars 
to Fernshaw at the base of the Black Spur for a barbeque lunch. Excellent 
weather conditions throughout the duration of the meeting contributed to 
members' enjoyment. 


P. Williams. 
48th A.N.Z.A.A.S 


The Society organized a symposium for Section 11, Zoology, on 
Wednesday 3lst August. The symposium was entitled ''Some Projected 
Developments in Insect Pest Management". The Convenor was Dr. P. Williams 
and the Chairman Dr. D.F. Waterhouse. Speakers and topics were:- 


Mr. R.A.H. Davies: "Pest management, politics and profit". 


Dr. G.H.S. Hooper and Dr. M.J. Rice: "The manipulation of insect behaviour 
for population control". 


Dr. R.D. Hughes: "Pest management and the aphids infesting lucerne". 
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Professor P. Miles: "The pre-requisite of pest control: making management 
a reality". 


I would like to thank the Chairman and Speakers for a well presented 
Symposium which attracted an audience of more than sixty people. 


P. Williams 


STORED-PRODUCT ENTOMOLOGY CONFERENCE 


The Second International Working Conference on Stored-Product Entomology 
will be held in Ibadan, Nigeria, 10-16 September 1978 at the Conference 
Centre on the campus of the University of Ibadan. 


The purpose of the Conference is to provide a forum for intellectual and 
practical discussions on current research and future research needs in 
the context of the World Food Economy. 


For information, inquiries should be addressed to: 
Organizers 
Working Conference on Stored-Product Entomology 
C/- Director 
Institute of Agricultural Research and Training 
P.M.B. 5029 
Moor Plantation 
Ibadan, Nigeria. 


PACIFIC SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 


The Pacific Science Association, Scientific Committee on Entomology, is 
updating the List of Pacific Entomologists published by the Pacific 
Scientific Information Center in 1966. Ian Thornton would be pleased if 
those Australian entomologists listed would check and if necessary amend 
their entries. Entomologists wishing to be included in the new list and 
who are actively interested in Pacific insects should forward details 
to Ian as soon as possible. 
Correspondence should be addressed to: 

Professor I.W.B. Thornton 

Dept. of Zoology 

La Trobe University 

Bundoora 

Victoria 3083 


WUNDERLICH'S AUSTRALIAN SPIDERS, THE 
SENCKENBERG RESEARCH INSTITUTE AND CUSTOMS REGULATION 13A 


Introduction. In June-July 1977 Wunderlich's spiders were discussed with 
the Minister for Science by both advocates and opponents of Customs 
Regulation 135A. Details of this case are interesting and it may be useful 
to record them. I am indebted to Dr. B.Y. Main, University of Western 
Australia, Professor. Dr. W. Schafer, Director of the Senckenberg Natural 
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History and Research Institute, Franfurt am Main, and Herr Jorg Wunderlich 
of Neuenburg for the following information. 


The Publications. In two papers (1976, Senckenbergiana Biologica Vol, 57 
(1/3): 113-124 and 125-142) Wunderlich described 3 new genera and 15 new 
species of Australian spiders. All the holotypes and some paratypes have 
been lodged in the Senckenberg Research Institute and some paratypes and 
other specimens in the author's collection. Dr. Main notes that the 
descriptions are adequate and include excellent illustrations from which 
anyone could certainly identify the species. 


The Museum. The Senckenberg Research Institute houses many Australian 
spider types from the early part of this century. It is mot a signatory 

to the holotype declaration associated with Customs Regulation 13A. Dr. 
Schafer writes: "Our policy for sending holotype specimens or any other 
type material is the following: for the safety of the Type material mailing 
around is restricted. In case of scientists or specialists cannot afford 

a journey to study a type specimen in a foreign institution, a type may be 
sent to him if our curator of the collection cannot give all the information 
necessary. However the scientist or specialist should be qualified and a 
member of a known scientific institution or associated with such an 
institution to quarantee safety and proper treatment of type material in 
the interest of science". 

'In the case of fragile or damaged (especially old) type material which may 
probably not endure modern mailing systems, the curator of the collection 
concerned is obliged to give any possible help as a substitution for not 
sending the specimen concerned in loan. This help may include e.g. photo- 
graphs or drawings, measurements or preparations of genitalia, or what 

else is required to ensure the study of the applicant for a type specimen"’. 


"In case a scientist resides in a country with enacted legislation by which 
lawfully acquired material in our collection may be confiscated, we will 
not be able to send type material on loan. This, however, has not yet been 
the case". 


"It is our opinion, that scientific collection has to be open for every 
serious and qualified research. It is also our opinion, that a type specimen 
is not only a preserved natural history object but also one of scientific 
philosophy due to the study of it by a research worker whose intellect made 
it to be recognized as a type. The recognition of biological phenomena is 
the intellectual ability of men and should not be restricted to certain 
areas, groups of organisms or phenomena. Freedom of science cannot be 
separated from freedom of thoughts". 


"We fully support any legislation which aims at the conservation of life 
in every form. Members of our research institute should not trespass 
existing laws", 


"In the case of Wunderlich's paper (which was published in Senckenbergiana 
biologica) the editor who dealt with the manuscript was not obliged to 
inquire about the lawful possession of the material. Furthermore, the 
author is a private amateur scientist and does not belong to the staff 

of the Senckenberg Research Institute". 
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"We hope that these informations will satisfy the Australian Ministry of 
Science and your Society and that future cooperations between our scientific 
institutions will not suffer from unnecessary restrictions". 


The CoLlecton/Authonr. Wunderlich, an amateur entomologist, visited 
Australia in 1973. All the specimens described were taken in July or 
August ("leg. in VII", "leg. in VIII"). His type localities are Hartley's 
Creek, north of Cairns (4); near Cairns (1); Lamington National Park near 
Brisbane (3); Ku-ring-gai National Park near Sydney (5); Woomera (1); 
Nornalup (1). 


Discussion. The date of this collection raises interesting points in 
relation to Customs Regulation 13A which was enacted on 19th July 1973 but 
remained inoperative and unknown until Guidelines for its administration 
were issued in October 1973. Before the Guidelines were issued there was 
no legal requirement that holotypes designated from insects, ticks and 
spiders exported from Australia should be deposited in an Australian 
institution. Unless Wunderlich exported his specimens after October he 
cannot be held responsible for breaking Customs Regulation 13A. 


As the Regulation and Guidelines stand at present, if the Senckenberg 
Institute wished to receive specimens from Australia for its collection, 

it would be required to undertake that all holotypes that may at any time 
be designated from among native Australian insects, ticks and spiders 
received by it after 19th July 1973 will be lodged in an Australian Museum. 
Wunderlich's spiders were received after 19th July 1973. In the light of 
this, and in the knowledge that Regulation 153A has been very restrictively 
interpreted by those administering it, it is important to consider the 
Institute Director's remarks. 


A different problem is that Wunderlich probably transgressed National 
Park regulations and at his request this has been discussed with the 
appropriate authorities in Queensland, New South Wales and Western Australia. 


Elizabeth N. Marks 
Queensland Institute of Medical 

Research 

Bramston Terrace, 

Herston, Q. 4006. 


AUSTRALIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
HAZARDS OF IN VIVO RECOMBINATION 


Concern that has been expressed about the possible creation of new 
pathogenic microorganisms or viruses as a result of the in vitro DNA 
recombination involving these organisms. During the deliberations of the 
committee of the Academy of Science assessing the hazards of in vitro DNA 
recombination, the question was raised as to whether certain experiments 
involving tn vivo methods of recombination might not pose similar hazards. 
The same concern has been expressed in other countries. 
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In order to review this matter the Council of the Academy of Science has 
formed an ad hoe committee with the following terms of reference. 


1. Examine whether, other than by using the technique of tn vitro 
recombinant DNA construction, new hybrid nucleic acid molecules can 
be produced that are potentially dangerous to humans, animals, or 
plants. In doing so, the committee should give particular attention 
to the following possibilities:- 


1.1 The use of mixed infections involving human or animal 
viruses, or the use of bacteria or fungi. 


1.2 The introduction of foreign DNA into plants and the 
production of new plant pathogens. 


I 
v 


Consider whether there are certain classes of viral pathogens 
(e.g. polio) on which experimentation should not be carried out, 
unless a special need is demonstrated. 


Recommend what action, if any, Council should undertake in respect 
of the committee's findings. 


wl 


Members of the committee are:- 


Professor A.J. Pittard, FAA (Chairman) Department of Microbiology, 
University of Melbourne, 
Parkville, Vic. 3052. 


Dr. R.I.B. Francki Reader in Plant Pathology, 
. Waite Agricultural Research Institute. 
Dr. W.J. Peacock, FAA Chief Research Scientist, 


CSIRO Division of Plant Industry. 


Professor D.O. White Department of Microbiology 
University of Melbourne. 


The committee is interested in any experimental programmes which may 
involve the intended or inadvertant alteration of pathogenicity or host 
range of viruses or microorganisms able to infect human beings, animals, 
or plants. These changes may be brought about by a variety of techniques 
including mutagenesis, selection for particular characteristics, or 
recombination. Experiments involving the fusion of cells that do not 
normally interact would also be considered relevant to the investigation. 
If such work is either planned or being carried out currently in your 
institution, would you please provide the committee with a short description 
of the work in question, an assessment of any potential hazards associated 
with such work, and a statement on the physical conditions under which this 
work is being carried out. In addition, the committee would welcome any 
views that you and your staff might wish to express on this subject. 


Would you please bring this matter to the urgent attention of all appropriate 
workers in your institution. The information requested should be communicated 
to Professor Pittard. It would be most helpful to the progress of the work 

of the committee if the information is lodged as soon as possible. 


ADDRESS UNKNOWN 


Would any person knowing the current address of Mr. Thein Tan 
formerly of 30 Fourth Street, Ashbury, N.S.W. 2193, please contact the 
secretary. 


KEKKKKRKKKRKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEE 


SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 

Australian Entomological Supplies 
A.P.M. Forests Pty. Ltd. 
Bayer Australia Ltd. 
Boots Pure Drug Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
CIBA-CEIGY Ltd. 
Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 

- Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 
1.C.1. Australia Ltd. 


Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


MATERIAL IN THIS BULLETIN MUST NOT BE REFERRED TO NOR REPRODUCED 
WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR OF THE MATERIAL. 


Articles, Notes, Letters to the Editor and other material for the News 


Bulletin should be sent to the News Bulletin Editor. 
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